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Commissioner for Patents 
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Dear Sir: 



The references cited on the enclosed form PTO/SB/08A may be relevant or material to the 
examination of the above-identified patent application and are, therefore, submitted in 
compliance with the duty of disclosure defined in 37 C.F.R. §1 .56. 

The reference was cited in a Canadian Office Action dated March 15, 2005 in the counterpart 
Canadian patent application number 2433391 in related U.S. patent application serial number 
09/858,387 filed on May 15, 2001. 

This statement should be considered because it is submitted after the mailing date of a first 
Office action on-the-merits, but before the mailing date of any of a final action under § 1 .1 13, 
a notice of allowance under § 1 .31 1 , or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application. 
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No fee is due as this statement is submitted as certified below under 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(e)(1 ) or 
(2) by the undersigned. 



Each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement (certification under 37 
C.F.R. §1.97 (e)(1)). 



This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a 
search has recently been made, that additional information material to the examination of this 
application dees not exist, or that this citation constitutes prior art. 
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